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1952 BAY AREA RAILFAN EXCURSIONS 





Feb. 24 tentative Pacific Electric 
trip by Bay Area Electric. 
March 9 open date for the Pacific 
Railroad Society trip to 
Mexico out of Los Angeles, 


March 16 tentative date for Bay 
Area Electric trip over 
the Key System. 


March 30 Cal-Nevada's spring trip 
over the SP San Ramon Val- 
ley branch. 


April 27 steamer-train trip via 
Benecia, Sacramento, 

Stockton, Tracy and Niles by the 

Pacific Coast Chapter R&LIS, 


May 3 or 4 Bay Area Electric Budd 
car trip via W.P. to- 
Stockton then via SN to Oakland, 


May 10-11 Northern-Cal's AT&SF 
branch line trip east of 
Fresno and Pine Flat Dam R.R.. 
May 17 “railfan only" trip to 
Camino over CP&LT by the 
Cal-Nevada, 


May 25 tentative date for Bay 
: Area Electric Key or SN 
trip. 


June 13-14-15 Joint trip to Eureka 
with side trip over’ 

A&MR or Hammond Lumber by Cal-Nev. 

and Pacific Coast Chapter R&LHS. 





July 4 tentative date for Bay Area 
Electric SN trip to Vaca 
Ville. 
July 20 Joint railfan trip to Big 
Trees with railfans only 
to Olumpia Pits. 


Sept. 7 tentative Bay Area Electric 
trip over Key System in 
271 or 1005. 





Sept. 14 N orthern Cal's fall 
trip over Stockton Terni 
al & Eastern or Tidewater Southern 


Sept 28 “railfans only" Sierra 
Railroad trip by Cal- 


Nevada * 


Oct. 5 "Cable Car Carneval" by Ba 
“Area Electric. 


Oct. 12 Public Sierra Railroad 
trip by Pacific Coast 
Chapter R&LIIS* 


Oct. 26 tentative SN to Pittsburg 
trip by Bay Area Electric, 


Nov. 2 SP-Amador Central trip by 
Cal-Nevada, 


“The two Sierra Railroad trips 
are subject to exchange of sponsor 
with Cal-Nevada running the public 
trip if Sierra buys W.P. mallet. 


The above dates were arrived 
at by mutual consent at the Joint 
Excursion Advisory Board meeting 
held January 21 at which time 
representitaves of the California- 
Nevada Railroad Historical Society 
Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & 
Locomotive Ilistorical Society, -Nor 
thern California Railroad Club, Be 
Area Electric Railroad Association 
and Railroadians of America, San 
Francisco Chapter were present. 


Space was left for the only 
Southern California trip whose 
date was known at the time--Pacili 
Railroad Society's Gulf of Calif- 
ornia trip to Puerto Penasco, Fat 
start at $22.00 in coaches, Write 
Pacific Railroad Society, -P.0. Box 
5279 Metropolitan Station, Los 
Angeles 55, Calif. 
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Monorail — 


Transit Over Traffic: 
Would It Work Here? 


By DICK HEMP 


Nearly 200,000 Bay ‘Area residents, 
every day, choke the roads in their 
cars and jam the buses and trains 
in great migrations into and out of 
San Francisco, 


Among the actively concerned 
about the problem is a grouy which 
professes to iave at least a partial 
solution for the transit saturation: 
suspended monorail. 

That is an overhead transporta- 
tion system that kas two rails 
mounted on V-shaved steel sup- 
ports spaced about 70 feet apart. 
Along these rails, hanging by two 
wheels each, will run coaches that 
clear the ground by 16 feet. The 
system is unidirectional—one rail 
for incoming cars and the other 
for outgoing. 

IN ONE CITY 


Simply, that is the monorail idea. 
It is a thought for the future. It 
has never been tried in the United 
States and, in fact, is a system -that 
is.in use in only on: city in e 
world—Wuppertal, Germany. 

Most opponents of this type of 
transit generally classify monorail 
as a dreamy venture and akin to 
rocket travel to the moon. More 
specifically, they ask why other 
cities “esides Wu_ -2.tai—-wherever 
that is—haven’t built n.onorail lines 
if the system is so wc 1derful. They 
say a structure ove™ the street would 
blight she area ar.d depreciate prop 
erty value. And they 1aention East- 
ern cities which have abandoned 
elevated trains and seen a corre- 
sponding increase in the worth of 
adjacent rea: estate 

Paul Oppermann San Francisco’s 
planning director, 1.oted that those 
cities which have torn down ele- 
vateds are not contemplating new 
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overhead structures. “Technically,” 
he said, “monorail sounds good on 
paper and may work kere. But as a 
public >fficial I wouldn’t urge it on 
my associates without a great deal 
of caution. My position is that 
monorail hasn’t been tested under 
modern conditions and I believe 
that public money should go into 
untried ventures only with caution. 
Risk capital should do the testing.” 
MONORAIL SUPPOhTERS 

A pioneer group in San Francisco, 
engaged in engineering studies and 
promotion of monorail] anywhere in 
the world, is led by Anson &. Bilger, 
president cf ‘xeneral Monorail Corp. 
The firm is privately financed and 
is the. successor to the Suspended 
Transit Systems, {nc. here—which 
was also headed by Bilger—and 
whose stock-selling program after 
World War II was halted by the 
State Commissioner of Corpora‘ions 
on the ground of financial com- 
plexities. 

The German monorail is not par- 
ticularly a work of art, but it is 50 
yea.'s old and has carried 80°,000,000 
passengers without a fatal accident. 
(One man, a suicide, dived out a 
window.) It follows a winding river 
through nine miles of industrial and 
residential area near Dusseldorf in 
the British zone, with 18 stops, and 
averages 17 itiles an hour. 

THE SOUTHLAND 

In the United States, Southern 
California has come closest to get- 
ting a monorail. Governor Warren 
has signed a bill establishing a 
Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit 
Authority, and when its members 
are appointed they may decide 
to construct and operate a mono- 
rail transit facility. The system 
would serve a 44-mile run from 
San Fernando valley to Long Beach. 
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Here are some of the fea:ures 
possible for say Area monorail, ac- 
cording to the system’s adherents: 

The steel piers on which the ele- 
vated rails rest have bases nc larger 
than five feet square and would 
require little right-of-way or could 
even be placed un the center strip 
of freeways. To cross the Bay and 
Golden Gate bridges the overhead 
rails could be attached to she tow- 
ers or the decks of the span. 

The cars, of aluminum and ste7l, 
would be puwered by rubber-mount- 
ed, electric motors at speeds up to 
100 miles an’ hour and would bank 
on curves like airplanes. Concave 
rollers on top of each car and inder 
the rail would prevent derailment 
and automatic train control would 
avoid rear-end collisions. Station 
platforms, to board the trains, 
would be reached by escalators. Cost 
of the system would be about $1,- 
500,000 a mile. 

LEWIS’ PROPOSAL 


Among those here who have ad- 
vocated monorail is Supervisor Mar- 
vin Lewis, who proposed a route 
from Santa Rosa to San Jose. St. 
John includes the East Bay and, 
with his slide rule, has figured out 
this timetable from San Francisco 
for monorail trains traveling at a 
top speed of 70 miles an hour and 
providing for stops of 22% secon“s 
at each station: 

Sausalito, 11 minutes (after three 
stops in San ‘rancisco); Alto 15 
minutes; Greenbrae, 18 minutes; 
San Rafael, 21 mi.utes; Hamilton 
Field, 28 minutes; Novato, 38 min- 
utes; Petaluma, 43 minutes; Co- 
tati, 50 minutes; Sauta Rosa, 58 
minutes. 


Traveling south, after three stops 
in San Francisco, the schedule 
would be. South Ser. Francisco, 12 
minutes; San Francisco Airport, 4 
minutes; Millbrae, 16 minutes; Bur- 
lingame, 20 minutes; San Mateo, 22 
minutes; Belmont, 26 minutes; San 
Carlos, 28 minutes: Redvood City, 
31 minutes; Menlo Park, 33 .nin- 
utes; Palo Alto, 35 minutes; Moun- 
tain View, 40 minutes; Sunnyvale, 
44 minutes; Sata Clara. 50 min- 
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utes; San Jose, 54 minutes. 

To whir across the bay the time- 
table from San Francisco would be: 
22d and San Pablo, Oakland 113 
minutes; Center and Milvia, Berke- 
ley, 17.7 minutes; Solano and Ma- 
sonic, Albany; 21.3 ninutes; Lincoln 
and San Pablo, El Jerrito, 23.5 min- 
utes; 23d and Macconala, Rich- 
mond, 28.3 minutes; San Pablo, 31.9 
minutes; Lafayette, 29.4 minutes; 
Walnut Creek, 33.7 minutes; Con- 
cord, 30.2 minutes; San Leandro, 
24.7 minutes; Hayward, 31.5 mnin- 
utes; Park and Encinal, Alameda, 
21.1 minutes; Oaklanc Airport, 25.3 
minutes. 

An extension of the Oakland- 
Hayward lint to San Jose through 
Decoto, Niles, Mission San Jose and 
Milpitas wou.d make San Jose 48 
minutes from Oakland. 

For this basic Bay Area monorail 
system, figuring at a cost of $1,- 
500,000 a mile—which would include 
equipment and stations but not 
right-of: way—total «xpense would 
be about $328,500,000. 


Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


HE recent item by E. V. Durl- 
ing about monorail rapid 
transit leaves the impression that 
the monorail in Germany operates 
at 100 miles per hour. This is not 
the fact. The ancient system now 
in operation goes at no such speed 
and twenty-five miles per hour 
would be about its top operating 
speed. 

The proponents of monorail 
have been more than “liberal” in 
their “estimates” of “high-speed” 
operation, but they are bound by 
facts when it comes to the speed 
of the German system. 

The German monorail has never 
been duplicated since its con- 
struction some forty years ago, 
which casts some doubt as to its 
being worth duplicating. Let’s 
look into the monorail, but be- 
ware of the false and misleading 
statements that may come from 
the “high-powered” promoters 
who are trying to sell this deal. 

FRANCIS A. GUIDO, 
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Map of proposed monorail system for Bay Area 
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City Council Studies Proposal to 
Join Line With Oakland Army Base > 


Hook-up 


Oakland is considering an application of the Oakland 
Terminal Railway to run a commercial railroad on Union 
Street, between Fifth and 12th Streets. 

Application for such a franchise was made yesterday to 
the City Council by F. B. Whitman, president of the Ter- 


minal Railway. 

Whitman, who is also presi- 
dent of the Western Pacific, 
said the Sacramento Northern 
Railroad, running from 40th and 
Shafter Avenue to West Lafay- 
ette, will be abandoned if the 
franchise is granted. 
WOULD PROVIDE LINK 

The new railroad would link 
the Western Pacific main line on 
Third Street with the Oakland 
Army Base and plants in the 
Outer Harbor area. It would 
connect with the Santa Fe Rail- 
road, independent of the South- 
ern Pacific Railroad. 

The Terminal Railway is owned 
jointly by the Western Pacific 
and Santa Fe. 

John V. Rosson, Oakland attor- 
ney, said the Oakland Terminal 
Railway would construct and op- 
erate a single track along Union 
Street from the Key System “A” 
line at 12th Street to Fifth 
Street, hence over Western Pa- 
cific property for two blocks, 
crossing Third and Magnolia 
Streets to connect with the West- 
ern Pacific Railroad mainline on 
First Street. 
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The Western Pacific plans to 
pay for elevating the Eastshore 
Freeway at Union Street to af- 
ford clearance over the railroad. 


Rosson said the Western Pa- 
cific now routes freight traffic 
to the Oakland Army Base and 
firms in the Outer Harbor area 
either over the Sacramento 
Northern or by way of Southern 
Pacific through an interchange 


Key to Sell 21 
Bridge Trains 


The Key System yesterday offered 
21 of its commute train units for 
sale, and company officials an- 
nounced they expect to find a for- 


eign market for them. 

The units now are in transbay 
service but are scheduled for re- 
placement by motor coaches. 

In offering the cars for sale the 
company quoted no price for them, 
but officials said they hope tc real- 
ize $30,000 on each unit after de- 
fraying any expenses attached to 
the sale. 

When purchased in 1938 they cost 
$65,000 each. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY OF MEXICO 
__ MEXICAN LINES THE WEST COAST ROUTE Total Mileage, 1,348. 





, s. P. Agrees to Sell Branch Line in Mexico 


The Southern Pacific has sold 606%. 607%. 610%. G1ix, 612%. 6132 
its historic “Southern Pacific de 644,’ 615% (*ex-StL&SW 554 éo7. 
Mexico” to the Mexican government 574, 514, 516, 520, 523, 536, 539 
for a reported twwlve million dol- respectively), 802 (ex-T&NO 802), 
lars. The Mexican government took 3549 9599 ° 2555. 2559. 2560. 
over the line December 21st, thus 4579’ 5594” 2599 2648 2705. 2711 
ending SP's Mexican venture. 2716, 2719, 2743, 2753; 2767, 2794, 

The SP acquired the old Sonora 2802, 2814, 2817, 2849, 

Railroad from Nogales to Guymas in 
1898 and over the years constructed 2-8-C's 3440-through 3469 except 


669 miles more. The line extends 3447, 3457, and 3467. 
1057 miles from Nogales on the Ariz- 
ona border to Guadalajara, where Except as otherwise shown the numb- 


connections are made with the Nat- ering is in the Pacific system. A 

ional Railways of Mexico for Mexico total of 123 engines are being sold. 

City. The sale of the line puts a 
Negotiations have been underway s P 

for three years and SP originally ae on SPis claim’ te being the 

asked 17 million, The deal is ongest US railroad, but the sale 

reported to have been for 3 million a ee aa PR age the 

in cash and the rest in bonds that t sited oo 

were limited to resale outside Mex- sySree, 

ico. Your attention is called in the 
Trouble has long plagued the map appearing below of the line to 

line, During the decade-long Mex- Puerto Penasco to be covered in the 

bican revolution, bandits and rebels March 7-9 trip out of Los Angeles. 

often shot-up the coaches, Trains i 

operated for only five months during 

one nine-year period. 


According to railfan sorcesthe 
following engines were included in 
Fthe deal: 
0-6-0's 1 (exSP 1082), 2, (ex-SP 

1099), 4 (ex-T&NO 83), 5 
(ex-T&NO 95),°6 (ex-T&NO 111), 27 
(ex-FGdeS 27). 


4-8-0's 400 (ex-SP 2808) 


2-6-0 410. (ex-T&NO 495), 411 (ex- 
T&NO 497),-412 (ex#T&NO 498) 500 
(ex-T&NO 561), 501 (ex-T&NO 562), 
502 (ex-CRY&P 502), 503 (ex-T&NO 
565), 505 (ex-CRY&P 505), 518 (ex-- 
CRY&P 518); 1722, 1732, 1735, 1737, 
1752; 1761; 1766, 1778; 1784, 1788; 
1790; 1793; 1794, 1797, 1798, 1799, 
1819, 1821, 1836. 


1-6-0's 303 (ex-T&NO 386), 2301, 

2304, 2305, 2307, 2309, 
2313; 2314; 2316; 2319, 2323, 2327, 
2330, 2334, 2337, 2340, 2342. 


1-6=2's 2404; 2408; 2428; 2433; 
2439, 2441, 2448, 2452, 





7-8-0's 600 (ex-SPdel 454), 602 
(ex-CRY&P 602), 603 (ex-C 















NYEP-603),- 604 (Ex-CRY&P 604) 605+ 
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NEXT MEET ING 


The next meeting of 
the Northern Cal will 
be held Saturday even- 
ing, February 16th at 
, 8:00 p.m, in the 
Railroadian's diner spotted just 
south of the Third & Townsend 
Streets depot, San Francisco, 
Visitors welcome, 











P.E. 100's IN VERA CRUZ 

The former Pacfic Electric 
100 series cars are now in ser- 
vice in Vera Cruz, Mexico as 
the 200 series of the "Cooper- 
ativa de Transportes Urbanos Y 
Sub Urbanos S.C.L." They apper 
unchanged save that they are 
operated single end and the 
window glass has been removed 
from the side windows. Witbeck 





LORAINE VALLEY LUMBER CO. SCRAPPED 





SOUTIIERN PACIFIC STEAM SCRAPS 


The following engines have 
been sold for scrapping: 





1190 0-6-0 Cal. Met. 11/27 
3246 2-8-2 Luria 11/29 
1639 2-6-0 Purdy 11/27 
2920 4-8-0 Ilymann 11/28 
3312 2-8-2 Luria 12/26 
3677 2-10-2 Purdy 12/20 
4385 4-8-2 Luria 12/26 


Narrow gauge engine 14, a 
4-6-0 was 6crapped at Sacram- 
ento 10/18/51. 

The following engines have 
been "vacated"-and will be- sold 
shortly: 1124, 1125, 1186, 
1187, 1645, 1811, 2296, 2320; 
2535, 2609, 2644, 2677, 2808, 
3268 and 3306. -- Ed Wrrer 


SEATTLE TRANSIT PAYS OFF 

The people of Seattle have 
finished paying the fifteen 
million they paid for the tran- 
sit system they scrapped ten 
years ago} 


The former J. H. Chambers line in SAN FRANCISCO MUNI 


Cottage Grove which last operated as 


the Loraine Valley Lumber Company 
was sold to Dalien Steel Products 
for scrapping. 24 miles of line- 
and three engines were included, 
-- Floyd Adams 


SHORT LINE MOTIVE POWER NEWS 





The APACIIE RAILROAD in Arizona 


ordered a 1200-h.p. diesel-electric 
switcher from Baldwin-Westinghouse 
during November for May, 1952 del- 


ivery. 

The MODESTO & EMPIRE TRACTION 
expects delivery in February of a 
600-h.p. “road-switcher" ordered 
last October from General Elect- 
ric-Cooper Bessemer. 


The SALT LAKE, .GARFIELD & WEST- 


ERN ordered a 300-h.p. diesel- 
electric switcher from General 
Electric-Cummins in’November for 
June, 1952 delivery. 

The WILLAMINA & GRANE RONDE 
RAILROAD of Oregon ordered a 300 


h.p. “road-switcher" from General 


Electric-Cooper-Bessmer in Sept- 
ember for March, 1952 delivery. 


This line constructed a new sect- 


ion of track from Gardiner Jct., 
Oregon to Gardiner, 3.5 miles in 
1951 at a cost of $600,000, 

-- Ry Age 1/14/52 





The Muni took over the Cal 
Street Cable January 13th as 
planned, though difficulties 
with the old cables was had, 
New cables are on order and a 
plan to combine oable operat- 
ions in the Mason Street barn 
is now being worked on, 

The new PCC's-are now in 
service on the N, but plans 
are underway to extend plat- 
forms in Twin Peaks tunnel to 
permit PCC cars to be used at 
which time all 40 of the newer 
cars will go on the K and L to 
provide all off-peak service, 
This is expected to be about 
April Ist at which time night 
through sefvice is expected to 
be resumed, 


SALT LAKE CITY “HI-LIGHTS" 
Bamberger's diesel is back 
in service after shopping at 
the D&RGW shops. The Rio Grande 
Southern ceased operation Dec, 
17th, Abandonment is expected 
to follow. Over the holidays 
WP #1 and #2 eonsisted of a 
diesel A-unit, a steam locomot- 
ive tender, baggage car, Budd 
car and a 380 series coach. 
Fred Fellows 
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